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Recently retired from Cisco, Howard Charney is a Distinguished 
Professor of Innovation at Santa Clara University School of Law. 
Formerly, he served as a senior vice president at Cisco, where he 
contributed to Cisco’s strategy and direction. He advised businesses, 
governments, and educators around the world on implementing critical 
technologies to improve productivity and competitiveness. At Cisco, 
and before Cisco as co-founder of 3Com and the founder of Grand 
Junction Networks, he oversaw the development and proliferation of 
key technologies such as Fast Ethernet and low-cost switching that led 
directly to the global build-out of the Internet. Howard holds Master of 
Business Administration and Juris Doctor degrees from Santa Clara 
University, Bachelor and Master degrees in mechanical engineering 

from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and is a licensed patent attorney and a pilot. 
Howard serves on the Board of Trustees of Santa Clara University and the advisory board for the 
University’s Miller Center for Social Entrepreneurship. He received the Santa Clara Law Alumni 
Special Achievement Award in 2014. In 2018, Santa Clara University awarded him an honorary 
Doctor of Laws. 


